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to being cut off from its line of retreat by such superior
forces.

This is precisely what happened. Steinmetz, once
arrived at Gosselies with his 1st brigade, let go the
rope (29th Infantry) which had been happily extended
to him and which had saved him the first time. Instead
of continuing to retreat on Ransart (which had been
occupied by the 29th), he still remained in Gosselies,
and prepared to fight a battle which, in the event,4 he
lost; he was compelled to retreat again on Heppignies;
he was cut off from the army corps by the French
Girard division which had occupied Ransart. He
found it difficult to rejoin his corps.

Events of the same order were happening at the
same time on the road to Fleurus and Sombrefte via
Gflly.

General Pirch II had been ordered to assemble his
brigade at Gilly, to carry out a second resistance there,
as that of the line of the Sanabre had been broken.

We have already seen how he had progressively-
evacuated the points of Marchiennes and Charleroi,
reducing his occupation of the Sambre in proportion
as the enemy columns arrived. He similarly withdrew
from Ch&telet the 28th Infantry, which had occupied
it at first, and replaced it by the 1st Dragoons of
Western Prussia. He had thus assembled at Gilly the
greatest part of his brigade at the moment when the
French were entering Charleroi. TThe detachments at
Marchiennes and Charleroi were the only ones he still
had to withdraw*

Pirch II established his brigade behind Gilly, his
front being covered by the muddy brook of the Grand-
Rieux. Four battalions and tfce brigade battery were
established on the slopes of the hills on the left bank
of the brook, namely: the 2nd of the 58th north of
the road, covered by Soleilmont Abbey; the F. of the
1st south of the road, reposing on a small wood; the
F. of the 28th to the left rear of the preceding. To
the right rear of the F. of the 1st, artillery (four guns)
were on a small hillock south of the road; two other
guns were between that point and the road; two others
north of the road, firing on the exit from Gilly; the
2nd battalion of Westphalian Landwehr was in reserve,
behind the artillery; and three battalions were also in